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When we opened our school in 2013,
we did not know if parents would accept the IB
curriculum. We did not know if we would be
financially sustainable. We did not know if we
would find teachers who shared our vision.

By the grace of God, in nine years, we
have grown to three campuses, a teacher
training centre, and a school improvement
programme that reaches schools as far away as
Ladakh. We are blessed with capable and
caring leaders, teachers and administrators.
Most of all, we are blessed with the
responsibility of nurturing 1300 young minds
and hearts.

With this growth in mind, we are
making some changes that will allow our
organisation to function more effectively and
to grow further.

Restructuring of our school’s leadership team

By Minhaj Arastu, Principal

tach of our campuses will continue to
be led by a Vice-principal (Curriculum) who is
empowered to make all decisions about
teaching-learning and staff. To guide and
supervise the campuses, | will serve as the
Director-Principal. My primary responsibilities
will include mentoring the Vice-principals and
ensuring that our schools meet international
standards (of IB, Cognia, and Montessori
education). To help me in this role, there will
be two Joint Directors: Mr. Syed Mustafa
Hussain (Curriculum) and Mr. Mirza Alamdar
Ali (Operations). With this restructuring, each
campus will strive towards excellence for its
particular age group (Pre-Primary, Primary, HS)
and according to its curriculum (PYP, MYP,
SCERT, Montessori).
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In this context, | will spend several
months each vyear working away from
Hyderabad on new projects and partnerships,
confident that what we began in 2013 will

become stronger and greater. We hope for
your continued support and pray that we can
further our mission of establishing justice and
mercy through education.



Importance of homework

In the years that | have taught, the biggest
challenge that | have encountered is students
completing homework. It is a herculean task to
ensure that the student comes with his\her
homework done. At Focus, we ensure that the child
is given enough homework to ensure that there is an
opportunity built in to practice skills and such that it
doesn’t burden the student. Homework is the best
opportunity for the school and the family to be
connected. It helps

e to develop good study habits.

e students to review and practice what they have
learned in class and prepare for the next day.

e to extend learning by applying skills they already
have to new situations.

e to integrate their learning by applying many
different skills to a single task, such as book
reports or science projects and learn to manage
time and meet deadlines.

o foster positive attitudes towards school and a
love for learning.

e teach students to work independently and
develop self-discipline.

e encourage students to take initiatives and
responsibility for completing their task.

e parents to have an active role in their child’s
education and to evaluate their child’s progress.

Here are some ways parents can help with
homework without getting involved in their child’s
homework:

e C(Create a dedicated homework space where
your child can work without distractions -

By Zainab Taiyebi, HS Coordinator

the space doesn’t necessarily have to be a
whole room set- aside for your child, it can
be cleared dining room table or desk.

e Set a regular time for homework. Allow
sometime between school dismissal and
homework for your child to blow off steam
and unwind.

e Set up a schedule to complete longer-term
projects - a checklist for which resources are
needed to complete assignments, and a
system for getting his/her completed work
back into the backpack. (We can offer to help
in a supportive way - “I see you have a big
project coming up. Let me know if you’d like
me to help you make a timeline for getting it
done.”)

e Do not punish your child for not doing
homework - punishment builds resentment
in the parent-child relationship and takes the
responsibilities away from your child.

e Let the teacher give the consequences - and
if they fall off the track, collaborate and
brainstorm with them about how they might
approach things differently next time.

WWe also have a homework policy in place which
ensures that not more than 2 Homework
assignments are scheduled for the child and talks
about consequences that a child faces when he\she
doesn’t complete it.

Remember: Homework belongs to the child, not to
the parents.

To be ready for tomorrow’s opportunities, do your
homework today. Learn, refine your skills, and focus of

your growth.

- Anonymous




Have you ever wanted to display your
talent, but couldn’t fit it in your academics
anywhere? Did you have a great project in mind but
couldn’t find a place for it in your regular science
exhibition? Are you passionate about something and
want to make a project out of it? How good would it
be if your school asks you to present something that
you are already good at or have personal interest or
passion in? Doesn’t that sound too good to be true?
Well, it is true, and it is called MYP (Middle Years
Programme) Personal Project.

In MYP year five, all children will get the
opportunity to participate in a personal project and
earn a certificate of participation from IB
(International Baccalaureate). In a sense, the
personal project is the culmination of all your
learning and a chance to display your interests and
hobbies using the knowledge and methods learnt
over the five years in MYP. It is analogical to the PYP
(Primary Years Programme) exhibition where
children from primary years display what they have
learnt over their journey in the primary years.

Does that mean vyou can create
something that you are interested in and make a
project out of it and present it as my personal
project? Technically speaking that wouldn’t be
wrong, however, you need to see if that project
meets the criteria and guidelines of IB. This means
that the personal project does come with a set of
guidelines and criteria and the grades are assigned to
the personal project against the prescribed criteria.
So, what do you think are some broad guidelines and

criteria of the personal project?

Culmination of MYP years into Personal Project
By Murthuza Hussaini, HOD SEN and counselling & MYP Personal Project

Coordinator

“Children give their best when given the chance to do their best”

- Murthuza Hussaini

To begin with, you need to show and
prove that the project is aligned with your interests
and hobbies. Secondly, you need to set a learning
goal for the project, stating what you are planning to
learn from the project. Thirdly, you need to show and
prove that you have used the ATL (Approaches to
learning) skills learnt over the years while making
this project. These are some very broad guidelines
and there are lots of finer details attached to it. Now
a fun question. Why do we call this project a Personal
Project? Well, you guessed it right. You are
creating/making something that is aligned with your
personal interest, hobby or passion and it is a project
because it is a hands-on activity which is always fun.

So why a personal project in year five?
Well, that is because year five is a very important
milestone for the students as they graduate from
high school and completing this project will give
them a sense of achievement, independence and a
chance to test their ability to follow guidelines and
meet the required criteria and display the skills
learnt over previous years. This will also set them on
a path to follow their lifelong passion.

Our MYP year five batch in the AY 2022-
23 will be the first to do the personal project and we
are very excited about the possibilities and venues
this activity will create for them. If you are in year
five, then you will be seeing me a lot, as | will guide
and help you to create an awesome project. If you
are not in year five, but have questions regarding the
personal project, you too are welcome to contact me




The Expert’s Voice: Service Learning

VS: What is service learning?

SF: Service Learning is a core element of the IB
curriculum that is designed to extend student learning
beyond the classroom. It embodies the spirit of
learning by doing. Focus High School expects its
students to become involved with their communities
— an involvement that benefits both parties. In MYP
this programme is called Service Learning. When
students, through their engagement with service as
one of the significant forms of action, meet the
learning outcomes to develop the skills and attributes
of an IB learner it is called Service as Action.

VS: Why is it important for students?

SF: Service activities go beyond doing for others.
These activities engage students with others in a
shared commitment towards the common good.
Meaningful service requires the understanding of a
central issue, such as poverty, literacy or pollution;
and the issue proves the need for the service.
Additionally, meaningful service involves interactions
with others, which establishes students’
understanding of the rights and respect of everyone
involved. This develops the students’ ability to have
open, clear, and collaborative communication with
the community and/or individuals concerned.

VS: Comment on the learning of students through
service learning.
SF: The service-learning outcomes identify the
substance of students’ self-reflection on service
learning. All the learning outcomes are closely
associated with the IB learner profile attributes and
ATL skills. Through their participation in service,
students can become more confident, self-regulated
learners. Service learning provide a framework that
enables students to:
1. increase self-awareness
2. enjoy the learning process through purposeful
experiences
3. explore new and unfamiliar challenges
4. enhances understanding of knowledge,
concept and skills relating to the subject

groups studied in school.

5. develop their ability to communicate and
collaborate with others

6. experience and
development

7. transfer acquired skills and knowledge to new
settings and situations in and out of the
classroom

8. develop attributes of the IB learner profile.

9. appreciate and promote intercultural
awareness and develop a sense of respect
towards people in the community

10. create awareness about global issues that
affect the local and/or global community

recognize  personal

VS: Discuss the challenges faced when implementing
service learning.

SF: The challenges faced by the students are:

e They have to take the sole responsibility, think
critically, make decisions and solve problems.
e Interact with people outside the community.
e Initiate and engage themselves in new
projects.
e To reflect on the whole learning experience
and make connections with the related unit,
ATL skills and IB learner profile developed.
But these challenges in turn help students develop ATL
skills.

VS: What opportunities are you exploring to engage
the students with the local community through service
projects?

SF: There are different types of services that a student
can perform. They are:

1. Direct service: Students engage directly with
the people, environment or animals.

The opportunities that | am exploring for direct service
are one-on-one tutoring, teaching a sport, volunteer
work in a park clean up or to volunteer clean up after




community gatherings, fundraising for orphanages &
old age homes (Sahib - a futuristic orphanage, Fatima
old age home), creating a reading corner in
orphanages.

2. Indirect service: Though students do not see
the recipients of indirect service, they have
verified their actions will benefit the
community or environment.

The opportunities that | am exploring for indirect
service are: To write picture books to teach a language
or Math, design brochures for future volunteers at a
non-profit, participate in environment sustainability
programmes, planting trees, Volunteer for a local or
international organization that organizes community
projects like UNESCO’s projects.

3. Research: Students collect information from
various sources, analyze data and report on a
topic of importance to influence policy or
practice.

The opportunities that | am exploring for research are
students may conduct environmental surveys to
influence their school, contribute to a study of
endangered animals, compile a list of effective ways to
reduce litter in public spaces, or conduct social
research by interviewing people on topics such as
homelessness, unemployment or isolation, develop a
fitness training programme, etc for saving heritage
(with the support of Ms Madhu Votary), etc.

4. Advocacy: Students speak on behalf of an
issue of public interest to promote awareness
and understanding through dispersal of
accurate information that may lead to others
taking action.

The opportunities that | am exploring for advocacy are
Students could lead an awareness campaign about
reusable grocery bags, perform a play about replacing
bullying with respect, or create a video about
sustainable water solutions, promote local artisans,
campaign for a pollution free environment, etc.

During the units, different subjects offered the following opportunities for students to do service.

In , students of C6 organized a
market of recycled products for fundraising for an
orphanage as a part of their summative assessment
for the unit - ‘Trade’. From the amount collected
through the sale of these products, groceries were
purchased and given to ‘Sahib- the futuristic
orphanage’.

Purpose of this market

his market was organized to promote the
idea that the major consequence of globalization and
trading leads to the destruction of natural life and
affects the environment and our surroundings.

he students had to record relevant
information consistent with the research on ‘Trade’.
The students were able to calculate profit and loss
made and evaluate the whole process in the form of a
report.

he students were encouraged to give their
earnings to a fundraiser for the orphanage because it
enables them to give back to their local community.
Additionally, volunteering can also be a fantastic way
of pursuing self-development too, enabling them to
build new interests and meet a fantastic variety of
people from different backgrounds. They will develop
empathy towards the deserving.

“The money | spent to make my products is 50 Rs. It was very challenging to make the products out of waste. By

watching videos, it was easy to make the products. This was my first experience of making products and selling

them. The profit of the products | sold was 130 Rs. | got back my 50 Rs which | spent on my products. | earned 80

Rs profit. | gave that profit to the teacher for the orphanage. We have given them some biscuits and useful

products. Through the market | got to know that the money doesn't come easily. It takes time to get profit and |

was selling products which were useful for the customers. We need to treat our customers kindly because in

return the customers will give us respect. | appreciate Kaneez mam and Somana mam for their help in organizing

the market for 6th class. Remember one thing that money is not easy to get. So please respect money because in

these tough situations our dad or mom face every day to earn money. Thank you.”



Again, C9 students did a campaign to promote Indian
goods. This was service learning for the unit
‘Colonization’ in Individual and Societies. The students
have studied about the effect on the sale of indigenous
handicrafts, artisans and small-scale industries because
of the import of manufactured goods to India by the
Britishers.

Purpose of the campaign
The plan was to promote more local brands and take
them to a global stage.

e Promote use of Indian handlooms and
handicrafts to benefit local artisans and
weavers.

e This campaign will help in creating a self-
reliant (Aatma Nirbhar) nation by supporting
local businesses.

e Making people aware that purchasing Indian
products will help in the revival of every
sphere of the economy from demand,
supply to manufacturing, and make India
self-reliant to sustain and tackle any Black
Swan event in the future.

Activities

Students prepared posters, pamphlets, blogs, websites
and speeches. They displayed the posters and
pamphlets in the corridors. They went to other classes
allotted by the supervisor and gave speeches.

Website link: https://sites.google.com/view/9a-service-
as-action/home

Reflection by Syed Ameer Raza Kirmani, C9A

“Bringing in awareness about this issue in our community was essential, as the Indian economy was affected a lot
by the COVID crisis, and the people who were impacted the most were the Indian good suppliers. If we don’t keep
supporting them and choose foreign brands over them, we are doing nothing but harming our own nation. Also,
these foreign brands do not establish their industries in India, so even if we buy something like a Samsung or Apple
product in India, it will directly contribute to the economy of Korea and the USA, so we also wanted to encourage

these brands to establish their industries in India.”

They also campaigned for create awareness about
paying taxes. Students have studied about the excess
taxes collected by the Britishers and its effect on the
common men. They studied the effect of paying
heavy taxes to Britishers on Indians.

Purpose of the campaign:

e To enhance social awareness about the
benefits of paying taxes, as well as the
overall implications of undeclared work and
its negative effects on the principles of
solidarity and fairness in the application of
social security rights.

e 7o highlight that hospitals, schools, roads,
pensions and social security are funded by
these tax revenues.

e o point out that budgetary losses caused
by tax evasion can impact members of one’s
own family.

Activities:

Students prepared posters, pamphlets, blogs and
speeches. They displayed the posters and pamphlets in
the corridors. They went to the other classes allotted by
the supervisor and gave speeches.



https://sites.google.com/view/9a-service-as-action/home
https://sites.google.com/view/9a-service-as-action/home

Reflection by Ahmed Ali, C9B

“The need or problem that | was addressing through my service as action is to pay the taxes on time. We must pay
our taxes on time, and we have to follow the income tax rules. As per the income tax rule you can carry forward
losses to subsequent years if filing [ITR] before the due date. This provision will help you in reducing your tax
liability from any further income. We must pay the tax before the due date so that we can be punctual. Taxation
not only pays for public goods and services, but it is also a key ingredient in the social contract between citizens
and the economy. Holding the government accountable encourages the effective administration of tax revenues
and, more widely, good public financial management. “

[ astly, they also campaigned to raise awareness about e Raise awareness among the public, the media

corruption. Students had studied about the corrupt and Governments about the costs of

landlords during colonization in India and its effect on corruption for key services such as health and

the people and development of India. education. All of society benefits from
functioning basic services.

Purpose of the campaign: e fducate their peers about what ethical

behaviour is, what corruption is and how to

Increase awareness of corruption and its
extraordinary negative impact on Individuals
and society.

Making the people aware that fighting
corruption is a global concern because
corruption is found in both rich and poor
countries, though poor people are the ones
that suffer the most.

tducate the public about the Government's
responsibility to be corruption-free. Equal
and fair justice for all is crucial to a country's
stability and growth. It also helps to effectively

fight it, and encourage them to demand their
right to education. Ensuring that future
generations of citizens are brought up to
expect corruption-free countries is one of the
best tools to ensure a brighter future.

e Create an environment where the rule of law
prevails.

Activities:

Students prepared posters, pamphlets, blogs and
speeches. They displayed the posters and pamphlets
in the corridors. They went to other classes allotted by

fight crime. the supervisor and gave speeches.

Reflection by Alina Rushda, C9B

“] learnt that corruption is illegal and is happening in most of the world. The effects of corruption are very vast as
it may affect economic growth. We should stop corruption as it may put the country at risk. By giving a speech
against corruption to the community | helped them to become aware of corruption as it is a crime. The community
became conscious of the issue. Solution for this can be by spreading awareness among the people against
corruption. By spreading awareness our country will be better and secure from corruption which would have a
good impact on our economic growth.




In Language Acquisition (Hindi), students went to an orphanage to celebrate festivals.
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In Design, students were involved in direct service through peer teaching.

Finding out about potential of self

At Focus High School, service as action is at students planned the activity to explain Math
the core of the mission. We are a community of concepts in a simple way by creating a video
lifelong learners whose aim is to enable children presentation about it. They visited the PH campus
develop in all aspects of life. To make a positive and presented it to the students over there. This was
difference in the lives of individuals in the an unpaid and voluntary exchange that had learning
community, Y-3 Designers initiated a service plan to benefits. To develop a thorough understanding of
teach SPECIAL students at PH campus of Focus High the concept, they also planned interesting activities
School. relevant to the concept.

Activity - Based on the ongoing unit ‘How can
animation help us learn mathematics?’ in Design, Y-3

=7

Outcomes that were addressed in this service

become more aware of
their own strengths
and areas for growth

persevere in
Action

Learning outcomes
through students’
engagement with

discuss, evaluate and
plan student-initiated

service as action activities
work collaboratively undertake challenges
with others T EVEIOn TRW SKills

Students identified challenges encountered during the service and thoughtfully wrote reflections

Fizza- The learmmer profile that | have demonstrated was communicator, As
1 explained about data handling to special Kids in NKB.

Alblbiha- The learmner profile that i have demonstrated vwas inguirer , As |
inquired sverything in short for small kids.

Hiba- The learmmer profiie atiributes that | demonsrated were
CTommunicator. That is because | talked and interacted with the students
to help them understand it

Batool- | think the best profile attribute that | demonstrated is
Knowledgeable (cuz I'm smart & <)

10
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1. Have you written a letter...
2. Has anyone written you a...

3. Have you emailed anyone?

4. Has anyone emailed you?

5. Have you ever emailed in...
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Live your life

"Don't be afraid that your life will end, be afraid that it will never begin.

Life is the precious thing, which can't be sold
neither taken nor borrowed. Life is only for one time,
itis simply as a chance, this chance can't be given once
again. We all have no idea when our life's thread
would end, it may be any time. You have seen that
there are some people who live very happily. You think
it's just because of money, but there is a small secret
behind it.

Let me tell you that small secret: "Positive
thinking!" Yes, this is the secret. When you start taking
things in this way you would seriously think that you
are also one of the happiest people alive. Even when
some tragedy happens with you, you first think that
'there may be something good behind it'. And
whoever thinks this would be the happiest person in
his/her life.

By Kulsoom Fatima, C9B

14

- Grace Hansen

No one knows when they would die but live
like you will die tomorrow. This looks a little weird, but
seriously this will show you how to live your life. When
you think this way, you will try to live your today in the
best possible way. Your today should make people
smile, your today should create happiness. And yes!!!
When you make the people happy and make them
smile then automatically you would feel that your
everyday would be the best day of your life.

A very nice quote which sums up my thoughts
is 'Plan your life like you will live forever and live your
life like you will die the very next day.' At last, | would
say live your life happily, who knows when we have to
leave this world. "Today's Moments Would Become
Tomorrows Memories". Life is the only one granted
chance to you, so once again live your life king size.

12




1%t Prize winner of Poet Laurate competition Limericks written by Class 6 students as a part of their

My Choice Language and Literature Unit 3 summative assessment
By Zoha Bilgrami, C9A Lost in Space

Who | am is not for you to write, By Syed Zainul Hassan Abedi, C6B
It's a choice or moreover a mindset, While searching for something in space
That is made by me and only for me Came suddenly across a paradise like place

To live a life without misery, It was a glowing star

But | know, | know you'll never get it But sadly too far

| did conquer the unlighted days, The star was shining right on my face

And | did ignite lighted days,

For me and only me Winning Games
But | know, | know you'll never get it By Shafaat Minsaria, C6A

It's like | am going round and round, | have a habit of winning every single game

In a world full of chaos | don’t need any money or any fame

Chained up with perspectives, | am confident this day

From my people and only mine, That is unstoppable today

But | know, | know you'll get it someday

| know you will never beat me in this game

13
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Mir Hussain AlLLAbedi, C7B Mohawmumed Aawig, CTA

Syed Zavivud Hasoun Abedi Mir Abbas, C7B
C6B

By Syed Mohammed Hastn Wodk B 1

Syed Mohd. Hasan Ragvi, C9A Syed Mohammed Hasan Hadi, C7B
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